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above all, to be a conservative institution. Gam-
betta, who, like most of Ms followers, opposed it
at the outset, came to recognise its importance;
then he spoke of it as "the Great Council of the
Towns of France/* a necessary check upon the
Chamber of Deputies, the organ of French
democracy as organised in cities.1 At first it
owed its superiority to the fact that its members
might be selected by the government from among
the most distinguished sons of France, outside
of the political machinery. Now it has the
signal advantage of drawing its members mostly
from the deputies. The elected are better sen-
ators because they have been deputies, and often
because they have been good deputies. The
experience gained in the popular Chamber
brings its best fruition in the Senate. Deputies
are naturally drawn to the Luxembourg by the
longer term of office, nine years instead of four,
by the greater independence which they enjoy
from their constituents, by the more dignified
function and the greater honour. Senators are
more carefully chosen than any other French
representatives and by a smaller, more intelli-
gent and select electorate. Thus of the follow-
ing senators sent to the two houses, Meline had
8,238 votes as a deputy and 659 as a senator;

1 Adam, Mme. Ed., Nos amities politiques, Paris, 1908, p. 244.